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Dear Members and Friends of St. Peter's UCC:

Often during the course of an interim | am ask&dhére are we going”™? | wish | had a quick answetliat question, but | don't.
The Interim is a process and we need to be patithtthe process so that you as a congregationt giast' end up going where an
Interim would lead you, but that you find your sewd direction in the process so that you canaalhstor who fits who you are
rather than wait for a pastor to come and tell wwo you should be. Through the 5 practices grobaswe will be working with
beginning in February you will begin the processlefining who you will be so that identity can béiculated clearly in the profile.
Right now we need to focus on the two P’s: “Paptition”— we need EVERYONE to participate; and “Bate” — we need eve+
ryone to be patient as we make our way throughpifisess.

One of the things | can say to you definitivelyhat we are actively working on the finances farRdter's UCC. We are discovert
ing that a system was put in place that made ficdif for folks to clearly see the whole pictunecato communicate that clearly to
the congregation. The situation we found ourseiwdxy July/August of last year did not happen oigith But is the result of
years of accumulation of debt. We can try to pinpaihose fault that is, but the bottom line is ge@e is responsible. Negative
balances were reported consistently and year-eeinsénts were just not clear. We are working vairg ho change that system so
that we do not find ourselves in that place evairmagSo again, please be patient and allow us tinel work that needs to be done
so that the church is in a better place in theréutu

On the issue of finances | do have one thing to Shyg leadership of the church is doing all it tamake sure that reporting is
clearer, but if there isn’t a significant increaseveekly giving by EVERYONE no amount of reportiogn change a negative bal-
ance. The reality is this: Every household needsd@ase their giving by $50/month in order for Bter’s not to be in the hole. ||
know you don’t want to hear this. | know all of ythink you already give enough, but that is justtnee. | have worked with
many churches over the years and | can honestltheayudget you adopted in November is NOT ouinaf With a church this size.
The giving, however, is significantly less than whaeeds to be. There are a few families whovarg generous, but the rest of
the church needs to stop relying on those few famtb support the church which is here for eveegyon

Please pray about your commitment to St. PeteritgediChurch of Christ. Please pray about your fgisibility to increase your
giving and please participate in the full ministfythis church.

This is not an easy letter to read | am sure, Iafple you understand that as your Interim Pastar trying to lead you to a health:
ier place as you think about calling a new Shephandng you.

Blessings on your Mission and Ministry,

Rev. Becky



SOUPER BOWL FUND RAISER

Our youth are raising funds to attend the National Youth Conference.
They will be making soup under the guidance of Nancy Gierach on February 4th.

Your order can be picked up on February 5th following worship service.

The soups they will be making include: Chicken Noodle
Vegetable (vegetarian)
Beef Vegetable Barley

It is highly suggested that you order in advance so they know how
much to make.

Cost is JUST $6.00 per quart!

Gluten-free wafers are
available for communion.

Doing a Science Fair project this @
year? We have a number of good

books with super projects in them.

Look in the Science section of the [i-

brary. These wafers are free not
. Al only of gluten, but also

Thanks to Marla , ( wheat, casein, dairy, nut,
Stephens for -4 €gg, corn, yeast, or soy,
taking care of the :

and are low protein. If
Children’s Library you need to avoid any of
through March.

the above, let an usher
know that you would like
the gluten-free wafers.
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Prayer Families :

Please let our Prayer Families know they are in your prayers with a card or a phone call.
February 5 - Todd, Marla, Michelle, and Blake Ste phens
February 12 — Fred, Kathleen, and Meghan Learned
February 19 — Frank and Kathy Parsons

February 26 — David and Nancy Strehlow
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Lenten Soup Supper
Schedule

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, April 22, St. Petelil§lve having our
weekly soup suppers from 6pm to 7pm in the Fellopvstall.

Soup Suppers will be held on the following Wedngsda

February 22—Ash Wednesday
February 29

March 7

March 14

March 21

March 28

April 1 to April 7—Holy Week
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As we continue our work with Faith Practices and Living Stewardship here are some things
you may want to try in your daily life.

Household and Family Life
Tithing: Thinking About the Expectation
Supplies:

* Bible
* dictionary
* paper and pen or pencil

After reading Deuteronomy 14:22—-29, look up the word "tithe" in a dictionary. Jot
down notes about what the Israelites were expected to do with the produce of
the land. What indications of being stewards of the land and the expectation of
stewardship do you notice? Who realized the benefits of the reaping labor? Who
was provided for from the yield of the grain, wines, oil, and so forth? What were
they to keep from the yield of their work? Where were they to take the proceeds
from their labor and why? Describe in your own words how this passage might
inform our practice of stewardship today.

Individual and Personal Life
Seeking Truth
Supplies:

* Bible
* paper and pen or pencil

Ask God to help you understand what is to be learned from tradition, actualized
for today, and appropriated for future believers regarding our living and serving
as the faithful church.




Read Acts 4:32-5:11. Take notes on what the story says to you. Make notations
about the principal characters in the story and your reactions to them. Then

ask yourself questions that call forth critical thinking skills as you interpret the
meaning of the story. For example: What do you believe is the central message of
this text? Why? Is there a mandate for you today? If so, what do you believe that
it is? Is there a mandate for the church today? If so, what do you believe that it is?
What are the implications of taking care of those who are less fortunate?

School Workplace Communal Life
Taking a Look Around
Supplies:

* copy of the hymn “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” (tune: Austrian
Hymn). You can hear the tune at http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong6

and read the lyrics at http://www.tinyurl.com/FPSong6a

* paper and pen or pencil

Prepare a message for your church by reading through the hymn “God, Whose
Giving Knows No Ending” (see Activity 3). Pay special attention to verse 4. Make
notes of your reactions and the insights that come from meditating on the text.
Consider the meaning of the phrase that it is God who "adds joy to all our giving."
Determine who the pronoun "our" refers to and how that might be a sign of relationship
with God. Ask the question: Is there joy in my giving? If not, why? If so,

how can | share that message with others and to whom? Go through all of verse 4,
asking your own questions and seeking the answers from what you have learned
from the tradition of the church. In spreading the message of faithful stewardship,
you can determine the course of action you choose and in what location.

This is another opportunity to share a sense of tradition with current believers.

It is, furthermore, a worthy goal to use this kind of work to add the possibility of
new tradition. When you are ready, contact the Stewardship Committee of your
church to ask if you would be able to share a message concerning stewardship
with the congregation.




Pancake Brunch

Sunday, March 4

St. Peter’s is hosting their 56th annual pancak

brunch on Sunday, March 4.

Volunteers are need, please contact Bill Ballb&gh i
you are available.

=) Calendars <

The 2012 Christian Family Living ca
endars are available on the front tak
in the Fireside Room.
Please help yourself !
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ST. PETER’'S UCC
DECEMBER MONTHLY
MISSION REPORT

$470.91 Veterans of the Cross
$171 OCWM

Thank you for your generous sup-
port of these missions!

St. Peter’'s UCC
Profit & Loss 2011

Income: $151,937.12
Transferred from Maint. Trust $ 48,245.70
Total Income: $200,182.80

Expenses: $159,879.58

Net Gain/Loss: $40,303.24

True Total Net Gain/Loss: -$ 7,941.76




St. Velentine
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In honor of Valentines Day,
there are 10 more of these lit-
tle hearts hidden in

our newsletter.
Can you find all 10?

-------------------@

NATIONAL YOUTH EVENT

The National Youth Event will be held at Purdue \Wémsity in Indiana July 10-13. This event is opell youth
ages 13-18. St. Peter's will have a group depa8mgkville on Monday, July 9th, meeting up with thejority of
the Wisconsin Conference youth, traveling to Indiaia bus. The group will return on Saturday, Jdth.

**The cost of this event (with travel expensesg¢&timated at $550.*Please support our youth-led fundraisers t
enable their attendance at this life-changing eltent

REMINDER: The $100 per youth deposit is needed BBRUARY 15th!!!
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"Souper" Bowl Fundraiser

On Saturday, February 4th, under the directionafidy Gierach, the youth will be making beef barthicken
noodle and vegetable beef soups for sale. The swillgse ready for pickup the following day afteovship ser-
vice. The cost of the soups are $6 per quart. Rters are recommended.

’
_ . ’
Pizza Fundraiser

On Saturday, March 31st, the youth will be makisketand-bake pizzas. Be on the lookout for therdiatens
circulating in late February. These are the samtafdic pizzas that the youth have made beforesuBeto stock

up!

-------------------@
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Please submit newsletter items to the church at
dstpetersunite @wi.rr.com
by February 17th for the March 2012 Newsletter
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